
Prime farmland soils are defined in the USDA-NRCS Title 430 National Soil Survey Handbook,
issued November 1996, as follows:  "Prime farmland is land that has the best combination of 
physical and chemical characteristics for producing food, feed, forage, fiber, and oilseed crops
and that is available for these uses.  It has a combination of soil properties, growing season, and 
moisture supply needed to produce sustained high yields of crops in an economic manner if it
is treated and managed according to acceptable farming methods.  In general, prime farmland
has an adequate and dependable water supply from precipitation or irrigation, a favorable
temperature and growing season, an acceptable level of acidity or alkalinity, an acceptable content
of salt or sodium, and few or no rocks.  Its soils are permeable to water and air …"
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Estimated Acreage of Prime Farmland Soils in Washington State
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Washington State Source:  1997 NRI  (Revised December 2000)


